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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

ES.1  PROJECT BACKGROUND 

 

The proposed Westfield Carlsbad project involves adoption of a Specific Plan (SP) and Site 

Development Plan (SDP) for the demolition, reconfiguration, and/or reconstruction of 

approximately 225,631 square feet (sf) of existing commercial/retail space, and the development 

of approximately 35,417 sf of net new gross leasable area (GLA).  The SP area encompasses 

approximately 77.5 acres of the Westfield Carlsbad Shopping Center’s 96.7 total acres, 

including the entire shopping center and the majority of the center’s surface parking, as well 

as three out-buildings on the south side of Marron Road.  The limits of work within the 

current SDP proposal comprise approximately 18 of the SP area’s 77.5 acres; this area is 

contained entirely within the approximately 28.46-acre SDP boundary. 

 

Plaza Camino Real, LP owns the parcels developed within the center, namely the common 

areas and specialty retail/dining spaces; most of the anchor store tenants own the parcels 

their stores occupy, although one is owned by Plaza Camino Real, LP and another by a third 

party; and the City of Carlsbad (City) owns the parcels that comprise the surface parking 

lots.  The SP area is designated as C-2, General Commercial, on the Carlsbad Zoning Map 

and R, Regional Commercial, on the City’s General Plan Land Use Map.  These designations 

allow for development as a regional shopping center with anchor department stores and a full 

range of specialty retail, restaurant, and entertainment uses.  Following a 1975 agreement 

between Plaza Camino Real, LP and the City regarding future expansion of the shopping 

center, the City Council approved Precise Plan 24 (PP 24) in 1977, allowing an expansion of 

the shopping center with two additional anchor buildings and other specialty stores.  The precise 

plan has been periodically amended for further redesign and expansion of the shopping center 

facilities.  The SP area is located within the planning area of the Habitat Management Plan 

for Natural Communities in the City of Carlsbad (HMP; City of Carlsbad 2004c), although it 

is not identified as being within the HMP’s core habitat area.   

 

ES.2  PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

 

The Westfield Carlsbad project proposes the demolition, reconfiguration, and/or 

reconstruction of the interior of the existing Robinsons-May building and other existing, 

adjacent retail areas, and conversion of these spaces for new commercial uses.  Re-use of the 

unoccupied former Robinsons-May building would include reconstructed and reconfigured 

uses in the form of a new movie theater, gym, and various retail and restaurant spaces.  
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Additional reconfigured and new retail spaces would be located west of the Robinsons-May 

building, and three new pads would be built on outparcels east of the main mall structure to 

accommodate future restaurant and/or retail buildings (out-buildings).  The project would 

result in a total of up to 35,417 square feet of net new GLA.  The mall renovation project 

would be accomplished through approval of the proposed Westfield Carlsbad SP.  The SP 

would provide a regulatory framework comprising a comprehensive set of development 

standards, design guidelines, and implementation procedures to facilitate the near-term and long-

term redevelopment, revitalization, and operations of Westfield Carlsbad.  Approval of the 

current SDP is expected to take place concurrent with SP approval.  Implementation of the SDP 

would represent the initial phase of shopping center improvements outlined in the SP, although 

no future phases are reasonably foreseeable at this time.  Table ES-1, Westfield Carlsbad 

Shopping Center Site Development Plan Summary, presents the improvements and associated 

square footages proposed under the current SDP.    
 
 

Table ES-1 
WESTFIELD CARLSBAD SHOPPING CENTER 

SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN SUMMARY 
 

Use/Location 

Existing Development 
Site Development Plan Maximum Proposed Development 

TOTAL 
Removed Additions Net Change 

Square 
Feet 

Number 
of Parking 

Spaces 

Square 
Feet 

Number of 
Parking 
Spaces 

Square 
Feet 

Number of 
Parking 
Spaces 

Square 
Feet 

Number of 
Parking 
Spaces 

Square 
Feet 

Number of 
Parking 
Spaces 

Main Mall 
Anchor Stores/ 

Mini-anchor 
708,544 

6,328 

(148,159) 

(614) 

60,440 

143 

(87,719) 

(471) 

620,825 

5,857 
Theater N/A 0 54,000 54,000 54,000 

Gym N/A 0 41,145 41,145 41,145 
Retail Shops/ 

Restaurants 
392,695 (77,472) 79,163 1,691 394,386 

Subtotal 
Main Mall 

1,101,239 6,328 (225,631) (614) 234,748 143 9,117 (471) 1,110,356 5,857 

Out-buildings 
North of 

Marron Rd. 
22,549 - - - 26,300 - 26,300 - 48,849 - 

South of 
Marron Rd. 

27,304 74 - (-) 0 - (-) - 27,304 74 

Subtotal Out-
buildings 

49,853 74 - (-) 26,300 - 26,300 - 76,153 74 

TOTAL 
Westfield 
Carlsbad 

1,151,092 6,402* (225,631) (614) 261,048 143 35,417 (471) 1,186,509 5,931 

Source:  Hofman Planning and Engineering 2012 
*The total number of parking spaces includes the parking lot area to the north and outside of the SDP boundary, within the City of Oceanside 
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ES.3  PROJECT LOCATION 

 

The SP area is located in the northwest portion of the City of Carlsbad in northern San Diego 

County, California.  The project site is generally located south of Buena Vista Creek and State Route 

78 (SR-78), west of El Camino Real, north of Marron Road, and east of an unnamed private loop 

road.  Regional access to the SP area is provided by SR-78, located approximately 500 feet north of 

the site, and Interstate 5 (I-5), located approximately 0.75 mile east of the site.  To the north, the 

SP area is immediately bounded by additional surface parking for the shopping center owned by the 

City (but under the jurisdiction of the City of Oceanside), the Buena Vista Sewer Pump Station, 

Buena Vista Creek, and associated floodplain.  Multi-family residential development and open space 

bounds the SP area to the south; commercial development bounds the SP area to the west; and El 

Camino Real and additional commercial uses bound the SP area to the east.  

 

ES.4  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

 

Pursuant to the State CEQA Guidelines, the City of Carlsbad determined through an Initial Study 

that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is required for the proposed project.  The 

environmental issue areas identified for study in this EIR are: 

 

• Aesthetics 

• Air Quality 

• Cultural Resources 

• Energy 

• Geology and Soils 

• Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

• Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

• Hydrology and Water Quality 

• Land Use and Planning 

• Noise 

• Paleontological Resources 

• Transportation/Traffic 

• Utilities and Service Systems 

 

Cumulative and growth inducing impacts are discussed in EIR Section 5.0, Other 

CEQA Sections. 

 

Table ES-2, Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures, presents a summary of the 

environmental impacts of the proposed project, mitigation measures to reduce potentially 

significant impacts of the proposed project, and the level of significance of each impact after 

mitigation. 

 

Significant project-level impacts have been identified for some direct and cumulative impacts.  

Potential direct impacts to cultural resources, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous 
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materials, hydrology and water quality, and paleontological resources have been identified and 

can be reduced to a level of less than significant through mitigation measures.  Cumulative 

impacts to transportation/traffic have been identified and can be reduced to a level of less than 

significant through mitigation measures.  Based on the analyses and conclusions of this EIR, the 

City of Carlsbad finds that the project would result in no significant and unmitigated 

project-specific and/or cumulative impacts.  Less-than-significant impacts were identified for 

aesthetics, air quality, energy, greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, land use and planning, noise, 

and utilities and service systems. 

 

Impacts to agriculture and forest resources, biological resources, mineral resources, population 

and housing, public services, and recreation were identified during the initial environmental 

review process as having no, or no significant, project-related impacts.  As such, these impact 

issues are not addressed in detail in this EIR, but rather they are summarized in Section 5.5, 

Effects Not Found To Be Significant. 

 

ES.5  POTENTIAL AREAS OF CONTROVERSY 

 

The City of Carlsbad prepared a Notice of Preparation (NOP), dated January 5, 2010, and 

distributed it to the public including all interested state agencies (e.g., State Clearinghouse), 

various local agencies and organizations, and other interested organizations and individuals.  

Comment letters on the NOP were received from the United States Army Corps of Engineers 

(Corps); Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC); California Department of 

Transportation (Caltrans), District 11; Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC); and 

Preserve Calavera.  Scoping meetings were held on January 19 and February 4, 2010, to inform 

the public about the project and collect written comments.  No public comments were received at 

either of the scoping meetings.  Copies of the NOP and comment letters are contained in 

Appendix A of this document.   

 

The State CEQA Guidelines require potential areas of controversy to be identified in the 

Executive Summary.  Concerns identified by those responding to the NOP (see Appendix A) 

include: 

 

• Potential impacts that would require a permit from the Corps. 

• Review of regulatory databases for identification of: 

- Current or historic uses at the project site that may have resulted in a release of 

hazardous wastes/substances; or 

- Any known or potentially contaminated sites within the project area. 
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• Development and approval of a workplan (to be overseen by the respective regulatory 

agencies) to direct all environmental investigations, sampling, and/or remediation for 

hazardous wastes/substances. 

• Protection of human health and the environment of sensitive receptors during 

construction and demolition activities. 

• Coordination with the SR-78 Corridor Study as part of the project’s potential impacts and 

mitigation to SR-78. 

• Consultation with Caltrans to determine the appropriate target level of service (LOS) for 

state highway facilities (i.e., SR-78). 

• Adequacy and method of completion of thorough traffic impact analysis, and 

coordination with Caltrans to determine appropriate mitigation for potential 

transportation impacts. 

• Potential project impacts within Caltrans right-of-way and related need for an 

encroachment permit. 

• Potential impacts to unknown (buried) cultural resources. 

• Project consistency with the City of Carlsbad’s General Plan. 

• Potential impacts to biological resources, recreation facilities, and transportation. 

 

No additional areas of controversy were identified by those who attended a public scoping 

meeting on the proposed project. 

 

All comments to the NOP have been reviewed and addressed in this EIR. 

 

ES.6  ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

 

The three project alternatives analyzed in detail in Section 6.0, Alternatives, of this EIR include: 

Alternative 1 – No Project;  Alternative 2 – Reduced Project: Main Mall Renovations Only (No 

Out-Buildings), and Alternative 3 – Reduced Project: Re-tenant Main Mall Plus Out-Buildings. 

 

Although the No Project Alternative could result in minimal environmental impacts, the State 

CEQA Guidelines require identification of an alternative other than the No Project Alternative as 

Environmentally Superior.  Based upon the discussion above, Alternative 2 would be considered 

the Environmentally Superior Alternative for its ability to reduce many of the identified project 

impacts while achieving some of the project objectives. 
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Alternative 1 – No Project 

 

This No Project Alternative assumes that the proposed SP would not be adopted, the current SDP 

proposal would not be implemented, and no expansion of the existing Westfield Carlsbad 

shopping center would occur.  Under the No Project Alternative, the project applicant would 

re-tenant the currently vacant Robinsons-May department store under the existing Precise Plan 

(PP 24) that currently governs development on site.  Under the Precise Plan, the 148,159 square 

feet (sf) of vacant department store space could be occupied by new permanent tenant(s) without 

additional discretionary approvals by the City of Carlsbad.  Thus, it is reasonable to assume the 

entire 1,151,092-sf existing shopping center would be operational in the foreseeable future under 

the No Project Alternative. 

 

Under the No Project Alternative, potentially significant impacts to cultural resources, geology 

and soils, hydrology and water quality, and paleontological resources on site would be avoided 

since new construction would be limited to interior tenant improvements.  Similar to the 

proposed project, less than significant impacts would occur for aesthetics, air quality, energy, 

greenhouse gas emissions, land use and planning, noise, and utilities/service systems for this 

alternative.  Hazards and hazardous waste impacts caused by asbestos-containing materials 

(ACM) and/or lead-based paint (LBP) would still occur under this alternative due to on-going 

shopping center renovations.  The traffic associated with this alternative would contribute to 

indirect cumulative impacts to three roadway segments in the City of Oceanside in the future, 

although the contribution would not be considerable.   

 

The No Project Alternative would not meet most of the basic project objectives.  For instance, 

the No Project Alternative would not modernize or expand the shopping center into a 

contemporary facility since only the existing, internally-focused structure would be used for new 

commercial retail.  No new standards for landscaping, parking, uses, signage or building design 

would be implemented.  No new or enhanced dining or entertainment experiences or outdoor 

gathering places or pedestrian-friendly site design or connections would be created.  Fewer 

construction and commercial jobs and shopping opportunities and a reduced sales tax base would 

be generated by the No Project Alternative since no new commercial space would be constructed 

on site.  An improved street presence, including an enhanced streetscape for El Camino Real, a 

visual “gateway” into the City, would not be realized.  Although some sustainability features 

could be integrated into the existing shopping center, the potential to decrease the shopping 

center’s existing GHG emissions would be lower under the No Project Alternative.  

Improvements in long-term water quality would not be realized since best management practices 

(BMPs) and low impact development (LID) improvements would not be constructed. 



Executive Summary 

Westfield Carlsbad (SCH No. 2010011004) City of Carlsbad 
Draft EIR ES-7  August 2012 

Alternative 2 – Reduced Project: Main Mall Renovations Only (No Out-Buildings) 

 

Under Alternative 2, substantial renovations to the 148,159-sf former Robinsons-May 

department store and adjacent 77,472 sf of retail shops, including new commercial construction 

along the façade of the structure, would be implemented under a SDP.  However, the three out-

buildings (totaling 26,300 sf) would not be constructed as proposed.  As such, Alternative 2 

would result in a net 9,117-sf increase in the amount of new GLA proposed on the Westfield 

Carlsbad property (in contrast to the 35,417 net sf of new retail space proposed under the 

project).  None of the parking area would be reconfigured under this alternative.  The 

development standards, design criteria and guidelines and implementation procedures contained 

in the Westfield Carlsbad SP would be adopted.  Similar to the proposed project, future SDPs 

would have to comply with the provisions and procedures in the SP 

 

Under Alternative 2, potentially significant impacts to cultural resources, geology and soils, 

hydrology and water quality, hazards and hazardous materials, and paleontological resources on 

site would be similar to but slightly less than anticipated with the proposed project.  Similar to 

the proposed project, less than significant impacts would occur for aesthetics, air quality, energy, 

greenhouse gas emission, land use and planning, noise, and utilities/service systems for this 

alternative.  The additional traffic associated with new commercial space would not result in 

significant direct impacts but would contribute to indirect cumulative impacts to three roadway 

segments in the City of Oceanside in the future.  In all cases, mitigation required of the project 

would address the impacts anticipated under this alternative.   

 

Alternative 2 would meet some of the basic project objectives.  Specifically, this alternative 

would modernize and expand the shopping center into a contemporary facility.  New standards 

for landscaping, parking, uses, signage and building design would be implemented under the SP.   

New outdoor gathering places would be created along the edge of the main mall; however, the 

pedestrian-friendly gateways between the outer edges of the center and the mall would not be 

implemented since the out-buildings would not be constructed.  Fewer construction and 

commercial jobs and shopping opportunities, and a reduced sales tax base, would be generated 

by Alternative 2 since 26,300 less sf of commercial space would be constructed on site.  

Extensive sustainability measures would be integrated into the design, thus reducing existing 

energy and GHG emissions similar to the proposed project.  Improvements in long-term water 

quality would be realized since treatment control measures would be constructed.   
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Alternative 3 – Reduced Project: Re-tenant Main Mall Plus Out-Buildings 

 

In the case of Alternative 3, instead of fully reconstructing and substantially renovating the 

former Robinsons-May department store and adjacent retail shops, the spaces would undergo 

tenant improvements and be re-tenanted and the three new out-buildings would be constructed.  

Based on this description, this alternative would result in 225,631 sf of the main mall being 

re-occupied (after internal tenant improvements are implemented) and 26,300 sf of new 

commercial space would be constructed where the three out-buildings are proposed.  Therefore, 

the net increase would be 26,300 sf under Alternative 3 (in contrast to the 35,417 sf under the 

proposed project) and the expanded shopping center would be 1,177,392 sf GLA (or 9,117 sf less 

than the proposed project) under this alternative.  The Westfield Carlsbad SP would still be 

implemented under this alternative.  The development standards, design criteria and guidelines 

and implementation procedures contained in the SP would be adopted.  Similar to the proposed 

project, future SDPs would have to comply with the provisions and procedures in the SP. 

 

Under Alternative 3, potentially significant impacts to cultural resources, geology and soils, 

hydrology and water quality, and paleontological resources would be the similar to but slightly 

less than anticipated with the proposed project.  However, the impacts would be mitigated 

through the same measures recommended for the proposed project.  The additional traffic 

associated with new construction would not result in significant direct impacts but would 

contribute to indirect cumulative impacts to three roadway segments in the City of Oceanside in 

the future.  Similar to the proposed project, less than significant impacts would occur for 

aesthetics, air quality, energy, GHG emissions, land use and planning, noise, and utilities/service 

systems for this alternative.   

 

Alternative 3 would meet most of the basic project objectives, but not to the same extent as the 

proposed project.  Specifically, this alternative would modernize and expand the shopping center 

into a contemporary facility.  New standards for landscaping, parking, uses, signage and building 

design would be implemented under the SP.  Pedestrian-friendly gateways between the outer 

edges of the center and the mall would be implemented along with the out-buildings.  Fewer 

construction and commercial jobs and shopping opportunities, and a reduced sales tax base, 

would be generated by Alternative 3, since 9,117 less sf of commercial space would be 

constructed on site.  With the out-buildings and other SDP improvements in place an improved 

street presence would be realized, including an enhanced streetscape for El Camino Real, a 

visual “gateway” into the City.  Sustainability measures would be integrated into the project, but 

not necessarily to levels anticipated under the proposed project.  Improvements in long-term 

water quality would be realized since BMP and LID measures would be constructed. 

  



Executive Summary 

Westfield Carlsbad (SCH No. 2010011004) City of Carlsbad 
Draft EIR ES-9 August 2012 

Table ES-2 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

SUMMARY 
 

Potential Impacts Mitigation Measures 
Level of 

Significance After 
Mitigation 

4.1  Aesthetics   
No significant impact associated 
with scenic vistas or corridors, 
scenic resources, visual character 
and quality, or light and glare has 
been identified. 

No mitigation measures are needed, as no significant impact associated with 
aesthetics has been identified. 

Not applicable. 

4.2  Air Quality   
No significant impact associated 
with short term air quality 
standards, criteria pollutants, or 
exposure to sensitive receptors 
has been identified.   

No mitigation measures are needed, as no significant impact associated with air 
quality has been identified. 

Not applicable. 

4.3  Cultural Resources   
Potentially significant impacts 
associated with accidental 
disturbance of buried cultural 
resources during excavation or 
ground-breaking activity have 
been identified.   

C-1 For the current SDP proposal and any future SDPs involving grading, a 
Native American monitor shall be on site during initial ground 
disturbance and grading operations in the event that unknown 
archaeological resources are encountered during construction. 

 
C-2 If archaeological resources are discovered during project construction, all 

work in the area of the find shall cease, and a qualified archaeologist shall 
be retained by the City to investigate the find, and to make 
recommendations on its disposition.  The archaeologist shall consult with 
a representative from the Pala Band of Mission Indians regarding the 
significance of the discovery.  The City shall donate the resource to the 
appropriate interested party and/or museum for recordation and/or 
curation. 

Less than significant. 
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Table ES-2 (cont.) 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

SUMMARY 
 

Potential Impacts Mitigation Measures 
Level of 

Significance After 
Mitigation 

4.3  Cultural Resources (cont.)   
 C-3 If human remains are discovered during project construction, all work 

shall cease and the San Diego County Coroner’s Office shall be contacted 
pursuant to procedures set forth in Section 7050.5 of the California Health 
and Safety Code.  The City shall follow the recommendations of the San 
Diego County Coroner’s Office and document the subsequent 
management of the remains in the project file. 

 
C-4 If human remains are discovered and the San Diego County Coroner 

determines the remains to be Native American, the Native American 
Heritage Commission shall be contacted and shall identify the “most 
likely descendant.”  Their treatment shall comply with procedures 
consistent with Public Resources Code Section 5097.98 et al.

4.4  Energy  
No significant impact associated 
with excess energy consumption 
or inadequate conservation has 
been identified.   

No mitigation measures are needed, as no significant impact associated with 
energy has been identified. 

Not applicable.

4.5  Geology and Soils  
Potentially significant impacts 
associated with seismically-
induced ground shaking and 
liquefaction/dynamic settlement, 
as well as soil erosion, 
compressible/expansive soils, 
shallow groundwater/drainage, 
oversize materials and  

GS-1 Prior to issuance of a project grading permit, a detailed geotechnical 
investigation report shall be submitted to the City Engineer for review and 
approval.  This investigation shall address all geotechnical concerns 
identified in the Geotechnical Reconnaissance Report prepared for the 
proposed project by GEOCON (2010), as well as other applicable issues, 
and shall conform to all pertinent requirements of the City Technical 
Guidelines for Geotechnical Reports (City of Carlsbad 1993).  
Specifically, the detailed project geotechnical investigation shall review 

Less than significant. 
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Table ES-2 (cont.) 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

SUMMARY 
 

Potential Impacts Mitigation Measures 
Level of 

Significance After 
Mitigation 

4.5  Geology and Soils (cont.)   
foundation/footing/pavement/retai
ning wall design have been 
identified 

and update recommendations in the Geotechnical Reconnaissance Report 
for issues including seismically-induced ground shaking and 
liquefaction/dynamic settlement, as well as compressible/expansive soils, 
shallow groundwater drainage, oversize materials, and 
foundation/footing/pavement/retaining wall design.  Project design, 
construction and maintenance shall implement and comply with all 
recommendations/requirements identified in the approved detailed 
geotechnical investigation report, as well as any other applicable 
requirements identified by the City Engineer. 

4.6  Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
The project would not generate 
significant greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions and would be consistent 
with the goals of Assembly Bill 32; 
no significant impacts to global 
climate would result from project-
related GHG emissions. 

No mitigation measures are needed, as no significant impact associated with 
GHG emissions has been identified. 

Not applicable.

4.7  Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Potentially significant impacts 
associated with the disturbance of 
on-site structures possibly 
containing asbestos containing-
materials (ACMs) and lead-based 
paint (LBP) have been identified. 

Haz-1 Contract specifications shall require that any building materials found to 
contain asbestos containing-materials (ACMs) or lead-based paint (LBP) 
shall be handled using proper Health and Safety precautions and the 
materials shall be properly disposed as hazardous waste according to 
federal, state and local regulations.  ACMs shall be removed by a licensed 
asbestos abatement contactor.  A certified asbestos consultant shall 
conduct abatement planning, monitoring (as needed), oversight, and 
reporting to ensure its proper removal and disposal.

Less than significant. 
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Table ES-2 (cont.) 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

SUMMARY 
 

Potential Impacts Mitigation Measures 
Level of 

Significance After 
Mitigation 

4.8  Hydrology and Water Quality  
Potentially significant water 
quality impacts associated with 
short-term construction activities 
and long-term operation and 
maintenance have been identified.  

WQ-1 Prior to issuance of a project grading permit, a SWPPP shall be submitted 
to the City Engineer for review and approval.  The project SWPPP shall 
include adequate BMPs, to the satisfaction of the City Engineer, to 
demonstrate conformance with the NPDES Construction General Permit 
(Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ) and related City requirements for the issues 
of erosion/sedimentation, construction-related hazardous materials, and 
demolition-related debris generation.  Final BMPs would be determined as 
part of the SWPPP process based on site-specific parameters and would 
likely include standard measures from the NPDES Permit text and City 
Storm Water Standards.    

 
WQ-2 The extraction and disposal of groundwater associated with project 

construction activities shall conform to all applicable requirements of the 
NPDES Groundwater Permit (R9-2008-0002).  Final BMPs would be 
determined as part of the SWPPP process based on site-specific 
parameters and would likely include standard measures from the NPDES 
Permit text.    

 
WQ-3 Long-term project operation and maintenance shall conform to all 

applicable requirements of the NPDES Municipal Permit (Order No. R9-
2007-0001) and related City standards, including the Grading Ordinance 
(Carlsbad Code of Ordinances, Title 15, Chapter 15.16); the Storm Water 
Management and Discharge Control Ordinance (Carlsbad Code or 
Ordinances, Title 15, Chapter 15.12); Engineering Standards Volume 4, 
Storm Water Standards Manual; and Engineering Standards Volume 1, 
General Design Standards.  The project SWMP identified a number of 

Less than significant. 
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Table ES-2 (cont.) 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

SUMMARY 
 

Potential Impacts Mitigation Measures 
Level of 

Significance After 
Mitigation 

4.8  Hydrology and Water Quality (cont.)  
 LID site design, source control, priority project, and treatment control 

BMPs to provide conformance to the noted requirements.  The measures 
and maintenance efforts shall be implemented to the satisfaction of the 
City Engineer. 

 

4.9  Land Use and Planning   
No significant impact to land use 
and planning, including on- and 
off-site land use compatibility and 
consistency with existing plans, 
policies, and regulations, has been 
identified. 

No mitigation measures are needed, as no significant impact associated with land 
use and planning has been identified. 

Not applicable. 

4.10  Noise   
No significant noise impact, 
including those associated with 
construction and stationary 
(operational) noise and 
transportation noise, has been 
identified. 

No mitigation measures are needed, as no significant impact associated with 
noise has been identified. 

Not applicable. 

4.11  Paleontological Resources  
Potentially significant impact to 
paleontological resources 
associated with ground-disturbing 
activities and excavation has been 
identified. 

P-1 As a condition of the grading permit, the developer shall comply with the 
following measures:  

 
• Prior to initiation of construction activities, the project developer shall 

retain a qualified paleontologist to carry out the mitigation program 
outlined here.  A qualified paleontologist is defined as an individual  

Less than significant. 
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Table ES-2 (cont.) 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

SUMMARY 
 

Potential Impacts Mitigation Measures 
Level of 

Significance After 
Mitigation 

4.11  Paleontological Resources (cont.)  
 with a M.S. or Ph.D. in paleontology or geology who is familiar with 

paleontological procedures and techniques. 
• A qualified paleontologist shall be at the preconstruction meeting to 

discuss grading plans and consult with the grading and excavation 
contractors regarding the potential location and nature of 
paleontological resources and associated monitoring/recovery 
operations. 
A paleontological monitor shall be on site at all times during 
grading/excavation activities involving previously undisturbed deposits 
of high sensitivity formations (Santiago Formation) to inspect for well-
preserved fossils.  The paleontological monitor need not be on site 
during the original cutting of previously undisturbed deposits of zero 
sensitivity formations (alluvium and compacted fill).  A paleontological 
monitor is defined as an individual who has experience in the collection 
and salvage of fossil materials.  The paleontological monitor shall work 
under the direction of a qualified paleontologist. 

• In the event that well-preserved fossils or other unearthed 
paleontological resources are discovered, the paleontologist (or 
paleontological monitor) shall recover them.  In most cases this fossil 
salvage can be completed in a short period of time.  However, some 
fossil specimens (such as a complete large mammal skeleton) may 
require an extended salvage period.  In these instances the 
paleontologist (or paleontological monitor) shall be allowed to 
temporarily direct, divert, or halt grading to allow recovery of fossil 
remains in a timely manner.  Because of the potential for the recovering
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4.11  Paleontological Resources (cont.)  
 of small fossil remains, such as isolated mammal teeth, it may be 

necessary to set up a screen-washing operation on the site. 
• Fossil remains collected during the monitoring and salvage portion of 

the mitigation program shall be cleaned, repaired, sorted, and 
cataloged. 
Prepared fossils, along with copies of all pertinent field notes, photos, 
and maps shall be deposited (as a donation) in a scientific institution 
with permanent paleontological collections such as the San Diego 
Natural History Museum.  Donation of the fossils shall be accompanied 
by financial support for initial specimen storage. 

• A final summary report shall be completed and submitted to the 
Planning Division that outlines the results of the mitigation program.  
This report shall include discussions of the methods used, stratigraphic 
sections exposed, fossils collected, and significance of recovered 
fossils.  Compliance with this mitigation measure shall be verified by 
the City of Carlsbad Engineering Division. 

 

4.12  Transportation/Traffic   
Potentially significant indirect 
cumulative traffic impact 
associated with three roadway 
segments within the City of 
Oceanside has been identified. 

T-1 Prior to issuance of building or grading permit (whichever comes first) for 
the current SDP proposal, the project applicant shall pay a fair-share 
contribution toward adaptive-responsive signals along the segments of 
Vista Way (west of El Camino Real), Jefferson Street (south of Vista 
Way), and El Camino Real (south of Vista Way) to the satisfaction of the 
City of Carlsbad Traffic Engineer.   

Less than significant. 
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4.13  Utilities and Service Systems  
No significant impact associated 
with utilities and service systems, 
including water supply and 
infrastructure, sewer and 
wastewater treatment facilities, 
stormwater/drainage, and solid 
waste disposal, has been 
identified.   

No mitigation measures are needed, as no significant impact associated with 
utilities and service systems has been identified. 

Not applicable. 

 
 


